
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 
Rand - Edward Lothrop Rand (1859-1924) 
 
Born as Edward Sprague Rand IV, he changed his name to Edward Lothrop Rand on July 2, 1878 
after his father’s disgrace. Edward Lothrop Rand became a noted botanist, like his father, famous 
on Mount Desert Island as one of the driving members of the Champlain Society, first Chairman 
of the Path Committee on MDI, the author of "Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine" and the early 
maps of what would later become Acadia National Park he produced with Waldron Bates. 
Bates – Waldron Bates (1856-1909) 
 
Note: His mother’s family name and his brother’s middle name were spelled Lathrop, but 
Edward’s was recorded on his name-change petition as Lothrop and remained spelled as Lothrop. 
 
Father: Rand - Edward Sprague Rand III (1834-1897) 
Mother: Lathrop - Jane Augusta (Lathrop) Rand (1837-1918) 
Birth Date: August 22, 1859 
Born at: Dedham, Massachusetts 
Significant Siblings: Rand - Henry Lathrop Rand (1862-1945) 
  
Significant Education: 
Hopkinson Classical School  
1881: Harvard University - Phi Beta Kappa, cum laude 
1884: Harvard Law School 
 
Spouse Name: Crozier: Annie Matilda (Crozier) Rand (1856-1921) 
Spouse Parents: Thomas Crozier and Mary Shattuck 
Wedding Date: June 29, 1893 
Wedding Place: Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Occupation: 
Lawyer: 53 State Street, Room 740, Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Avocation: Botanist 
  
Childhood Home: 
Jane Augusta Lathrop Rand House 
MA – Cambridge - Kirkland Street - 049  
 
Childhood Summer Home: 
1866: See: The Rands Come to Eden – Circa 1866.pdf 
 
Home: 



  

Henry Clay and Henry Seaton Rand estate in the house at 120 Elm Street next door to the main 
house, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
1908: 3 Bishop Street, Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 
 
Death Date: October 9, 1924  
Death Place: At home in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Cemetery: Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
1880: Charles Eliot, son of Harvard president Charles W. Eliot, organized the Champlain Society, a 
group of Harvard undergraduates, to explore Mount Desert Island and study various topics of 
natural history: botany, ornithology, geology, etc. One of the members of the group was Edward 
Lothrop Rand, brother of photographer Henry Lothrop Rand. Another member of the group was 
one of the Rand’s Wakefield cousins, John Lathrop Wakefield.  
 
1882-1888: “Among the active members of the Champlain Society was Edward Lothrup Rand. A 
student at the time [1880] he served as the director of botanical studies and the Society’s 
secretary, and prepared annual reports and a daily diary. In later years Rand used his botany notes 
to co-author a text with John Redfield entitled, “Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine (1894) and 
became actively involved in the development of the trail system… 
 
From 1882 until 1888, Rand organized the summer camp, which was relocated to near the Asticou 
Inn and appropriately named “Camp Asticou.”… After Edward Rand’s death in 1925, a plaque was 
place in Rand’s memory on the Seaside Path, outside of the park boundary.” - “Pathmakers – 
Cultural Landscape Report for the Historic Hiking Trail System of Mount Desert Island: History, 
Existing Conditions, & Analysis” prepared by Margaret Coffin Brown, Olmstead Center for 
Landscape Preservation, p. 32-33, 108, 2006. To fully understand Edward Lothrop Rand’s influence 
on the land that became Acadia National Park, one would need to read, or at least heavily browse, 
this entire book. The book is an enjoyable and necessary read for anyone hoping to understand 
the beginning of the park and its trail system. 
 
1884: When Edward’s and brother, photographer Henry L. Rand’s grandfather, Edward S. Rand II, 
grandmother, uncle, Charles, and his family were lost in the wreck of the steamer “City of 
Columbus” off Gay Head on January 18, 1884, Edward and Henry’s uncle Arnold was the 
representative of the family who journeyed to the Cape to preside over the search for remains. 
“Conspicuous among them, for the crowding weight of his bereavement…was Colonel Arnold [A.] 
Rand…” 
 
As the search wound down and sad rows of coffins were assembled he was quoted in the 
newspapers, “’For my part,’ he said, ‘I earnestly hope my loved ones will never be seen again. I 
hope they will rest where it has pleased God to place them – if it was the providence of God, 
though carried out by the negligence of men.’” - “Disaster on Devil’s Bridge” by George A. Hough, 
Jr., published by The Marine Historical Association, Inc., Mystic, Connecticut, 1963, p. 28, 34, 83, 
91, 93, 118, 128 and 145. 
 
"Mr. Edward S. Rand [II] was one of the oldest, if not the oldest, conveyancer in the city [of 
Boston], and at one time had a very lucrative practice in this branch of the law. His knowledge of 
titles to estates, and his high reputation for integrity and ability, made his services as trustee in 



  

great request. Voluntarily relinquishing a large part of his fortune on the failure of his eldest son 
[Edward Sprague Rand III] several years ago, he continued in the practice of his profession, and 
retained to the last the esteem and confidence of the community. A zealous churchman, he was 
one of the trustees of the Episcopal Theological Seminary in Cambridge, and his advice and 
cooperation were sought in general church matters. Genial and dignified in manner, and kindly 
and benevolent in disposition, Mr. Rand was at once respected and beloved.” – Boston Daily 
Advertiser, January 21, 1884. 
 
 Edward Sprague Rand II (1809-1884)  

Elizabeth Arnold (1810-1884) 
Rev. Charles A. Rand (1843-1884) and family 
 

See: City of Columbus Wreck – 01-18-1884.pdf 
 
1888: “In 1888 the Champlain Society allowed its botanical work to pass into the hands of 
…Edward L. Rand…” - “Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine” by Edward Lothrop Rand, John 
Howard Redfield, William Morris Davis, p. 8, published by John Wilson and Son, 1894, (with 
contributions from Southwest Harbor Public Library founder, Annie Sawyer Downs). 
 
1893: “The standard map [of Mount Desert Island] is that prepared for the “Flora of Mount Desert” 
by Charles Eliot and E.L. Rand, and first published in 1893. 
 
Map of Mount Desert Island, Maine - Compiled by Waldron Bates, Edward L. Rand and Herbert 
Jaques - 1917 - Revised and corrected - adapted from the map dated June 1893, compiled for the 
Flora of Mount Desert Island. 
 
1894: "Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine a preliminary catalogue of the plants growing on 
Mount Desert and the adjacent islands" by Edward L. Rand and John H. Redfield. With a 
geological introduction by William Morris Davis, and a new map of Mount Desert Island, John 
Wilson & Son, Cambridge [Massachusetts], 1894. 
 
1900-1907: Edward was the first Chairman of the Path Committee on Mount Desert Island. 
 
Honorary pallbearers at Edward’s funeral were: 
Eliot - Samuel Atkins Eliot II (1862-1950) – member of the Champlain Society 
Walter Deane (1848-1930) 
Lovering - Ernest Lovering (1859-1932) – member of the Champlain Society 
Dr. B.L. Robinson – Benjamin Lincoln Robinson (1864-1935) see below. 
Ushers were: 
Charles Foster Batchelder (1856-1954) - President of the American Ornithologists' Union, and of 
the Nuttall Ornithological Club 
Lane – William Coolidge Lane (1859-1931) – member of the Champlain Society 
Spelman - Henry Munson Spelman (1861-1946) – member of the Champlain Society 
Robert A. Ware – Botanist specializing in ferns 
Dr. Charles W. Eliot, president emetitus of Harvard University and father of Champlain Society 
founder, Charles Eliot 



  

 
1919: Edward Lothrop Rand was “appointed Botanist in the Lafayette [Acadia] National Park” in 
1919. - Report of the Secretary of the Class of 1881 of Harvard College, 1921. 
 
Member: 
Massachusetts Bar Association 
Bar Association of the City of Boston 
Military Order of the Loyal Legion 
New England Botanical Club 
Episcopalian Club 
Phi Beta Kappa 
 
“Among the active members of the Champlain Society was Edward Lothrup Rand. A student at 
the time [1880] he served as the director of botanical studies and the Society’s secretary, and 
prepared annual reports and a daily diary. In later years Rand used his botany notes to co-author a 
text with John Redfield entitled, “Flora of Mount Desert Island, Maine” in 1894 and became 
actively involved in the development of the [island’s] trail system…” - “Pathmakers – Cultural 
Landscape Report for the Historic Hiking Trail System of Mount Desert Island: History, Existing 
Conditions, & Analysis” prepared by Margaret Coffin Brown, Olmstead Center for Landscape 
Preservation. 
 
"The name: Ned Rand conjures up, to those who knew him well, certain pictures. One is the small 
law office on State Street.[Boston] Its walls were lined with books. The table, the chairs, and the 
floor even, groaned beneath other piles of books, while the desk was heaped high with books and 
papers. There was a small oasis of a clearing on the desk where the room's occupant wrote. But 
the most important thing about that room was its window. This was so placed that the writer at 
the desk, by raising his eyes, could gaze out between the encompassing buildings far down the 
harbor and enjoy a vista of gleaming water, passing boats, and changing skies. Another picture is 
one of Rand, arrayed in his leggings and all his botanizing paraphernalia, starting forth, with his 
slightly side-long stoop, to explore some remote sphagnum bog, in search of botanical treasures. 
The window and the rig alike testify to Rand's love of the out-doors, and to his lifelong devotion 
to his chosen avocation, botany. It was in the pursuit of this avocation that his heart chiefly lay. It 
was before his college days that his interest in botanical studies showed itself, but it was during 
his college vacations, in connection with the group of young men who camped on Somes Sound, 
Mt. Desert, and called themselves the Champlain Society, that his enthusiasm was roused to 
discover and record the flora of that region...During the same period he had opportunity for 
exploration in the Rangeley Lake region. Later he published his exhaustive Flora of Mt. Desert, 
and had much to do with the making of the map of the island. He became corresponding 
secretary of the New England Botanical Clue, and was concerned in various ways in the 
publication, Rhodora. B. L Robinson, curator of the Gray Herbarium, in an address before the 
club, published in Rhodora, says of him: 
 
"He was an acute observer, an indefatigable collector, and critical in the acquisition of scientific 
literature, but his keenest interest was in the human side of science, that impulse which leads to 
cordial relations with one's fellow-workers...." - "From Harvard College, Class of 1881," page 333. 
 



  

See: 
Champlain Society 
Eliot - Charles Eliot (1859-1897) 
Rand - Edward Lothrop Rand (1859-1924) 
 
After Edward Rand’s death in 1925, a plaque was place in Rand’s memory on the Seaside Path, 
outside of the park boundary.” - “Pathmakers – Cultural Landscape Report for the Historic Hiking 
Trail System of Mount Desert Island: History, Existing Conditions, & Analysis” prepared by 
Margaret Coffin Brown, Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation, p. 32-33, 108, 2006. To fully 
understand Edward Lothrop Rand’s influence on the land that became Acadia National Park, one 
would need to read, or at least heavily browse, this entire book. The book is an enjoyable and 
necessary read for anyone hoping to understand the beginning of the park and its trail system. 
 
See: The Papers of Edward Lothrup Rand (1859-1924) at the Botany Libraries of Harvard University 
Library. 
 
For a timeline of the publications of charts, coastal surveys, Edward L. Rand’s contributions and 
those of Nathaniel Southgate Shaler see “Mount Desert, A History” by George E. Street, Edited by 
Samuel A. Eliot, p. 358-360, Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1905. 
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